Predicting the medical school progress of minority students who participated in a preparatory program.
The grade-point averages (GPAs), Medical College Admission Test (MCAT) scores, and Student Progress Committee (SPC) ratings of 75 minority students who had attended a preparatory program at Southern Illinois University School of Medicine at some period from 1976 through 1986 were analyzed to determine how these variables related to the retention and progress of these students in medical school. Although those retained had higher SPC ratings than those not retained, stepwise regression revealed that none of the variables predicted retention. The MCAT Reading score, however, was significantly higher for students who progressed on schedule; it was the only significant predictor of progress.